
We believe that access to sports equipment is a 

fundamental right that every kid in the world deserves, 

no matter what the situation. 
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THERE ARE MORE THAN 60 MILLION REFUGEES IN THE WORLD 
RIGHT NOW.

And half of them are kids.

Thankfully, aid organizations are making sure they have the basic 
necessities for survival: food. water. and shelter. But we think kids 
need something more: they need play.

It is crucial to their development. Play imparts fundamental life skills, 
like teamwork, leadership, and communication. They learn how to win, 
and lose. And most importantly, they get to have fun. They get a bit of 
normalcy back into a life turned upside down.

But how do you find room for play equipment on a pallet that’s 
transporting food, water, and medicine to refugees? 

You don’t...

THE PROBLEM
For questions please contact:
Jon Robbins
info@playpallets.org
213-440-4884
Patent Pending Application No. 29/571,801

INTRO www.PlayPallets.orginfo@playpallets.org



THE SOLUTION
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That’s why we created PlayPallets, a revolutionary shipping pallet  
that is also a completely self-contained sports equipment system. 

PlayPallets can easily be broken down and rebuilt into sturdy play 
equipment, without the use of any external pieces or parts. 

Of course, PlayPallets were engineered to the same dimensions as 
standard pallets, can handle as much weight, and be transported by 
forklift just as easily.
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HOW IT WORKS

When a PlayPallet reaches the refugee camp at the end of its supply 
chain, the pallet is broken down based on instructions stamped onto 
the wood.

Every part of the PlayPallet has a functional role, and things like extra 
parts, hardware, and accessories are stored in an innovative center 
channel. 

For instance, our Basketball model can be transformed into two 
youth-sized hoops, complete with rims, nets, and balls.

The beauty of PlayPallets is that we can provide an immediate, vital 
benefit to those who need it most. There is already a supply chain in 
place. We simply insert ourselves into that chain.
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SIDE VIEW

TOP VIEW 3/4 VIEW

2-way forklift slots

Support boards [24 
per pallet]

Plywood sheets [2 
per pallet]
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Support boards [12 
per hoop]

Plywood sheets [1 per hoop]



LET’S GO!
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The refugee crisis won’t be going away anytime soon. But if we can do 
one small thing to improve their lives, and simply let kids be kids, then 
we feel like it’s an endeavor worth pursuing. 

Kids live to play, so let’s help them play. 

That’s what we’re accomplishing, one pallet at a time.

For more information, please visit www.playpallets.org  
or contact Jon Robbins at info@playpallets.org
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THIS BOX INCLUDES A 1:16 SCALE MODEL .

One piece is a PlayPallet in pallet mode, and the other piece is one 
of the two hoops that can be made from a PlayPallet. The pallet has 
a removeable top so you can see the center channel that is used to 
securely transport accessories, parts, and tools. 

The actual hoops will be shipped with sandbags and cordage system 
for options for extra stability. And although each PlayPallet Basketball 
model can be transformed into two hoops, there is only one included 
in this package.

THE SCALE MODEL

FURTHER INFO www.PlayPallets.orginfo@playpallets.org



WHY THIS PROBLEM?
It seems like small potatoes at first. With all the problems refugee 
children are already facing, focusing on sports equipment might 
appear frivolous, but it’s the best possible way for us to get involved 
based on our limited skill sets.

We believe in the healing power of sports, the sense of normalcy that 
reliable play equipment can provide, and the importance that kids 
everywhere get the chance to be kids.

There are already many much more capable organizations working on 
the big stuff. We just want to help where we see a need.

WHY NOT JUST SHIP NORMAL PLAY EQUIPMENT?
Great question! It’s hard to make an argument to give space on a 
shipping pallet meant for food, water, medicine, and/or clothing to 
a bunch of bulky playthings. So we decided to make the playthings 
become the pallet.

ARE PLAYPALLETS STILL EFFECTIVE PALLETS?
Of course! They are made out of heat-treated SYP and measure 
48”x40”, just like a standard shipping pallet. They have 2-way forklift 
slots, and can carry the same amount of weight.

WHY ARE THEY MADE OUT OF WOOD?
During the design and planning phase, we entertained various 
materials to be used in the creation of PlayPallets, but we ultimately 
settled on wood for a variety of reasons.

Wood is more environmentally friendly than other materials, and 
very widely available. It’s workable by people in all cultures with very 
simple tools. And unlike specialty-molded plastic or metal, it can be 
easily repaired or replaced when it gets to its destination. 

ARE THERE ANY OTHER MODELS BESIDES BASKETBALL?
Yes! We are currently developing skateboard, cricket, and soccer 
modelf of PlayPallets.

I GET THE BASKETBALL HOOPS, BUT CAN’T YOU PLAY SOCCER 
ANYWHERE AS LONG AS YOU HAVE A BALL?
Yeah. For sure. But part of our goal is to help kids in terrible situations 
establish a bit of normalcy and to feel like they have stuff that is just 
for them. Sure, you can play a pickup game with some sticks as goal 
markers, but with dedicated, standardized goals, you can rely on them 
enough to play fair games, form leagues, and teach/learn with much 
more effectiveness.

FAQs
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INCLUDED PARTS AND ACCESSORIES



01
Canvas Parts Bag

02
Hammer

03
Pry Bar

04
Rims

05
Ball

06
Nets

07
Ball pump

08
Stakes

09
Anchor hooks

10
Sandbags

11
Mounting hardware

12
Galvanized 16D Nails

NOT PICTURED
Assembly instructions & Game Rules
Cordage

INCLUDED PARTS
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THANKS!
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